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INTERNATIONAL  HYDROGRAPHIC  BUREAU 


STATUTES. 


I 

CONSTITUTION. 


1.  —  The  International  Hydrographic  Bureau  is  an  institution  estab¬ 
lished  by  certain  Maritime  States  and  was  taken  under  the  direction  of  the 
League  of  Nations  on  5th  October  1921. 

2.  —  States  which  were  members  of  the  Bureau  at  its  creation  in  June 
J921,  those  which  have  joined  the  Bureau  subsequent  to  its  establishment,  and 
those  which  have  withdrawn  their  membership,  are  enumerated  in  Appendices 
A,  B  and  C. 

These  Appendices  shall  be  kept  up  to  date  by  the  Secretary-General. 

3.  Ca-)  Any  other  State,  Member  of  the  League  of  Nations,  if  it  so 
desires,  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Bureau  on  condition  that  it  pays 
its  proportional  part  in  the  assets  of  the  Bureau,  as  given  in  the  Balance  Sheet 
of  the  Annual  Kcport  if  it  is  admitted  before  July  1st,  and  in  a  balance  sheet 
to  be  drawn  up  for  July  1st  if  it  is  admitted  after  that  date. 

(b)  This  proportional  part  will  be  calculated  as  follows  : 

The  total  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  Bureau,  multiplied  by  the  number 
of  votes  allocated  to  the  new  State  Member  according  to  its  tonnage,  and 
divided  by  the  total  number  of  votes  allocated  to  the  aggregate  States  Members 
before  the  admission  of  the  netv  Member. 

(c)  The  admission  of  States  which  are  not  members  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  will  be  decided  by  the  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Bureau,  and 
not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  these  must  give  their  consent  to 
such  admission,  which  implies  the  financial  obligation  mentionued  in  article 
3  (a)  &  (b). 
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4.  (a)  Yhe  Membership  of  any  State  which  has  not  paid  its  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  Bureau  (see  Art.  33  cl  scq.)  for  two  consecutive 
years  shall  be  suspended  and  such  State  will  not  be  accepted  again  as  a  Member 
until  the  outstanding  contributions  have  been  paid. 

(b)  Any  State  Member  which  docs  not  pay  the  full  contribution  due 
sliail  be  given  two  years  in  which  to  make  good  the  deficit,  beginning  with  the 
first  notice  given  by  the  Directing  Committee;  at  the  end  of  this  period  its 
Membership  shall  be  suspended  until  the  balance  due  is  received. 

5.  (a)  Any  Member  which  wishes  to  withdraw  from  the  Bureau  can 
do  so  by  notifying  the  Directing  Committee  thereof,  but  it  shall,  by  this  act, 
abandon  all  rights  to  the  assets  of  the  Bureau  and  to  the  benefits  conferred 
by  Membership. 

(b)  If  its  financial  obligations  to  the  Bureau  are  not  settled  before 
the  withdrawal  is  notified,  that  state  shall  be  crossed  off  the  list  of  Members 
of  the  Bureau  and  may  not  again  become  a  Meml>er  until  the  obligations  have 
been  settled  in  accordance  with  the  Statutes,  even  though  the.  State  be  a 
Member  of  the  League  of  Nations. 


II 


OBJECTS  AND  TOWERS. 


8.  —  The  Bureau  has  as  its  objects  :  — 

(ij  to  establish  a  close  anti  permanent  association  between  the  Hydro¬ 
graphic  Services  of  its  Members, 

(ii)  to  co-ordinate  tiie  hydrographic  work  of  these  Services  with  a  view 
to  rendering  navigation  easier  and  safer  in  all  the  seas  of  the  world, 

(iii)  to  cause  the  Hydrographic  Offices  to  adopt  the  Resolutions  made 
by  the  International  Hydrographic  Conferences, 

(iv)  to  endeavour  to  obtain  uniformity  as  far  as  is  possible  in  hydro- 
graphic  documents, 

(v)  to  encourage  the  adoption  of  the  best  methods  of  carrying  out 
hydrographic  surveys, 

(yi)  to  advance  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  science  of  Hydrography. 

7.  (a)  The  Bureau  shall  he  a  consultative  body  only,  and  shall  have 
no  authority  whatsoever  over  the  Hydrographic  Offices  of  the  Members,  which 
remain  entirely  independent,  with  complete  liberty  and  initiative. 

(b)  It  shall  never  deal  with  any  subject  which  involves  questions  of 
international  policy. 

8.  —  The  Bureau  shall  keep  itself  in  direct  and  close  communication 
with  the  Hydrographic  and  other  scientific  Offices  of  the  Members. 

It  may  communicate  with  such  Offices  of  other  States  also,  at  its  dis¬ 
cretion. 

9.  (a)  The  principal  work  which  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Bureau 
is  the  following  :  — 

(il  The  study  of  documents  published  by  Hydrographic  Offices. 

fii)  The  drawing  up  and  publication  of  various  lists,  such  as  of  geo¬ 
graphical  positions,  abbreviations  and  conventional  signs  used  on  charts,  etc. 
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(iiij  The  study  of  methods  of  hydrographic  surveying. 

(iv)  The  study  of  methods  employed  for  the  production  of  the  results 
of  surveys  for  publication. 

(v)  The  study  of  the  construction  and  use  of  hydrographic  instruments 
and  appliances,  the  principles  of  which  have  been  approved  by  any  Hydro- 
graphic  Office. 

(vi)  The  study  of  the  methods  of  recruiting  and  training  personnel  for 
surveying  vessels  and  Hydrographic  Offices. 

(vi!)  The  making  of  researches  on  anv  other  subjects  which  affect 
Hydrography. 

(b)  Reports  on  the  result  of  such  studies  and  research,  which  appear 
to  be  of  general  interest,  shall  he  sent  to  the  Members. 

10.  (a)  For  the  purpose  of  making  the  studies  and  researches  referred 
to  in  Article  9,  the  Bureau  shall  form  collections  of  :  — 

(i)  all  the  latest  editions  of  the  charts  and  works  published  by  the 
Hydrographic,  and  other  Offices  of  the  Members  with  reference  to  their  own 
coasts  and  those  of  their  Colonies. 

(ii)  a  full  set  of  catalogues  and  index  charts,  published  by  all  countries. 

(b)  It  shall  also  collect  such  documents  issued  by  the  Hydrographic 
and  Meteorological  Offices  of  various  Nations  which  might  prove  useful  to 
Hydrography  and  Navigation. 

(c)  These  collections  should  be  kept  complete  and.  for  this  purpose, 
tiie  Hydrographic  Offices  of  the  Members  will  send  to  the  Bureau  a  copy  of 
all  necessary  new  editions  and  publications. 

(d)  It  will  form  a  collection  of  documents  of  a  hydrographic 
character  which  are  considered  to  be  standard  works. 

11.  —  The  Bureau  will  prepare,  for  issue  to  the  Members,  a  list,  as 
complete  as  possible,  of  hydrographic  documents  or  publications  which  are  of 
historical  interest  and  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  various  Hydrographic 
Offices  or  in  Libraries. 

12.  —  The  Bureau  will  distribute  to  the  Members  any  useful  infor¬ 
mation  it  receives  on  the  subject  of  surveys  or  publications  which  have  been 
carried  out  or  published  or  are  being  prepared  in  the  Offices  of  Members, 
whether  such  work  be  new  or  for  the  purpose  of  revision. 

As  far  as  possible  it  will  obtain  such  information  from  the  Hydrographic 
Offices  of  other  States  and  will  publish  it  immediately. 


7 


13.  —  The  Bureau  will  inform  the  Hydrographic,  or  other  competent 
Offices  of  the  Members,  of  hydrographic  work  of  an  international  character 
and  of  questions  which  are  of  general  interest  which  it  might  be  useful  to 
study  or  to  undertake. 

It  will  do  its  best  to  cause  such  questions  to  be  solved  or  such  work 
to  be  executed  by  obtaining  the  necessary  collaboration  between  the  interested 
States. 

14.  —  The  Bureau  will  use  its  influence  with  the  BTydrographie  Offices 
to  encourage  the  survey  of  those  parts  of  the  coasts  of  their  countries  which 
appear  to  be  insufficiently  surveyed  and  the  publication  of  information 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  navigation  in  the  vicinity  thereof. 

Where  no  particular  national  Office  is  concerned  it  will  communicate 
with  the  Office  or  Offices  specially  interested. 

15.  (a)  The  Bureau  will  satisfy  as  far  as  possible  all  requests  for  infor¬ 
mation  or  advice  in  connection  with  its  work  addressed  to  it  by  a  Member. 

(b)  Questions  which  can  be  dealt  with  directly  between  two  Hydro¬ 
graphic  Offices  should  not,  as  a  rule,  be  referred  to  the  Bureau, 

IB.  —  The  Bureau  will,  on  request,  tender  its  advice  and  assistance  to 
those  States  which  have  not  yet  established  a  Hydrographic  Service,  or  whose 
Hydrographic  Services  are  not  fully  developed,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
establish  or  further  develop  such  Services. 

17.  The  Bureau  shall  give  a  considered  opinion  on  all  questions  dealing 
with  its  work  which  are  referred  to  it  by  Conferences  or  by  Scientific 
Institutions. 
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III 

REPRESENTATIVES. 


18.  For  the  purpose  of  correspondence  with  the  Bureau  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  the  Members  will  appoint  Official  Representatives  who  should  be, 
for  preference,  the  Heads  of  the  Hydrographic  Sendees. 

19.  —  Any  Member  may  temporarily  attach  to  the  Bureau  an  Official 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information,  and  the  Bureau  shall  give  him  every 
facility  for  this  work. 

Such  official  shall  not  become  a  member  of  the  personnel  of  the  Bureau. 


IV 

SEAT  AND  LANGUAGES  OF  THE  BUREAU. 


20.  —  The  seat  of  the  Bureau  is  in  the  Principality  of  Monaco. 

21.  (a)  The  languages  used  by  the  Bureau  are  those  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  League  of  Nations,  namely  French  and  English. 

••  (b)  Any  State,  if  it  considers  it  preferable,  may  make  use  of 

another  language  in  its  communications  with  the  Bureau  which,  however,  shall 
not  be  held  responsible  for  any  delay  which  may  ensue  if  any  such  other 
language  is  used. 


CONSTITUTION  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  DIRECTING  COMMITTEE. 


(See  also  Article  Gi) 

22.  —  The  Bureau  shall  be  governed  by  a  Directing  Committee  which 
is  responsible  for  the  efficient  performance  of  its  work  :  — 

(i)  This  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members,  to  be  called  Direc¬ 
tors,  one  of  whom  shall  act  as  President.  Their  order  of  precedence  and  the 
method  of  their  election  are  regulated  by  Articles  59  and  60. 

(ii)  The  Directors  must  be  of  three  different  nationalities  and  should 
have  had  considerable  sea  experience  and  have  great  knowledge  of  practical 
Hydrography. 

(iii)  In  the  elections  the  technical  acquirements  only  of  the  candidates 
should  be  taken  into  consideration.  No  particular  rank  or  other  standing  is 
required  of  them. 

(iv)  A  Director,  having  been  incapacitated  for  duty  for  six  consecutive 
months,  or  for  an  aggregate  of  twelve  months,  if  hot  consecutive,  during  his 
mandate,  shall  automatically  cease  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Directing  Committee. 

(v)  In  every  three  years  of  service,  each  Director  is  entitled  to  two 
months’  leave,  exclusive  of  travel  time,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  own 
country,  and  reasonable  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  his  home  or  official 
residence  shall  be  refunded  to  him. 

23.  The  Members  of  the  Committee  shall  be  appointed  for  a  period 
which  terminates  on  the  last  day  of  the  third  month  succeeding  that  during 
which  the  new  Committee  has  been  elected. 

24.  —  The  Members  of  the  Committee  are  eligible  for  re-election. 

25.  —  Each  Director  will  be  specially  nominated  to  take  charge  of 
one  or  more  branches  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau,  but  the  Committee  should 
deliberate  on  all  the  important  questions  dealing  therewith. 

26.  —  The  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  week.  ....  . 

If  only  two  Directors  attend  a  Committee  meeting  and  a  decision  cannot 
be  postponed  to  a  full  meeting,  the  vole  of  the  President  or  of  the  Acting 
President  shall  be  preponderant. 


PERSONNEL. 


27.  —  The  personnel  of  the  Lhtreau  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Directing  Committee. 

28.  —  The  personnel  shall  consist  of  a  Secretary-General  and  a  certain 
number  of  technical  and  administrative  employees. 

29.  (a)  The  Secretary-General  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Directing  Com¬ 
mittee  from  amongst  the  candidates  selected  for  this  post  by  the  Delegates  to 
the  Conferences  according  to  the  method  described  in  Articles  59,  (x)  and  (xi), 
and  60. 

(,b)  It  is  essential  that  the  Secretary-General  should  be  familiar  with 
hydrographic  surveying  and  its  methods,  and  he  should  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  languages  used  by  the  Bureau. 

(c)  There  are  no  restrictions  as  to  his  nationality  except  that  laid 
down  by  Article  59  (i). 

(d)  The  Secretary-General,  having  been  incapacitated  for  duty  for 
six  consecutive  months,  or  for  an  aggregate  of  twelve  months,  if  not  con¬ 
secutive,  during  his  mandate,  shall  automatically  cease  to.  be  Secretary-General. 

(e)  In  every  three  years  of  service,  the  Secretary-General  is  entitled 
to  two  months’  leave,  exclusive  of  travel  time,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his 
own  country,  and  reasonable  travelling  expenses  to  and  front  his  home  or 
official  residence  shall  be  refunded  to  him. 

30.  —  The  Secretary-General  shall  be  appointed  for  the  same  period 
as  are  the  members  of  the  Directing-Committee  ( see  Article  23). 

31.  —  lie  may  be  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  post  of  Secretary- 
General  at  the  next  election. 

32.  —  The  technical  and  administrative  employees  shall  be  appointed 
as  necessary,  by  the  Directing  Committee. 
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VII 

FINANCE. 


33.  (a)  The  receipts  of  the  Bureau  and  the  salaries  of  the  Directors 
and  of  the  Secretary-General  shall  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  standard  which  is  the  gold  franc. 

(b)  The  contributions  of  the  Members,  towards  the  upkeep  of  the 
Bureau,  shall  be  based  on  this  standard  and  they  should  be  paid  to  the  account 
of  the  Bureau  at  its  Bank. 

34.  (a)  The  contributions  of  the  Members  shall  be  fixed  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  rules  :  — 

(i;  All  tonnage  mentioned  is  gross  tonnage  and  vessels  of  over  200  tons 
only  are  taken  into  consideration. 

(ii)  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  approximate  gross  tonnage  of 
ships  of  war,  this  shall  be  taken  as  six  sevenths  of  the  displacement  tonnage. 

(iii)  Each  Member  shall  subscribe  two  shares  of  2,000  francs  gold  ; 
those  which  own  50,000  tons  of  shipping  or  more  (Navy  and  Merchant  Ma¬ 
rine),  shall  contribute  supplementary  shares  of  the  same  value  in  accordance 
with  the  following  scale  : 


TONS 

IN  100.000 

Supplementary 

Shares. 

TONS 

1 N  100.000 

rz 

C  in 

0  0 

1  s 

c.  IT. 

C. 

c/5 

TONS 

IN  T 00,000 

1  t 

E  2 

1 

c/5 

0.0  —  1.8 

1 

22  G  —  3  I  D 

G 

106.2  -  128.9 

11 

1.9  —  4.0 

2 

35  0  —  49.5 

1 

129  0  —  153  3 

12 

4.1  -  7.8 

3 

496  —  GG.3 

8 

153.4  —  179-7 

13 

7.9  -  13  G 

4 

66.4  —  85.2 

9 

179.8  —  207  4 

14 

13.7  -  22.5 

5 

85.3  —  106.1 

10 

above  207.4 

15 

max  ) 
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(b)  T  lie  tonnages  taken  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  the  States  Members  are  given  in  Appendix  D.  which  is  to  be 
kept  up  to  date  by  the  Directing  Committee.  All  alterations  in  this  Table  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  States  Members  for  approval  ( sec  Art.  61  (b)  and  64). 

35.  (a)  The  scale  given  in  Article  34  (a)  (iii)  determines  also  the  number 
of  votes  allocated  to  each  member  in  the  elections  for  the  Directors  and  Secre¬ 
tary-General  (see  Articles  59  and  60).  The  number  of  votes  is  the  same  as  the 
number  of  shares.  The  Table  which  siiows  the  shares,  votes  and  contributions 
of  the  States  Members  is  contained  in  Appendix  E  and  is  to  be  kept  up  to  date 
by  the  Directing  Committee.  All  alterations  in  this  Table  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  States  Members  for  approval  (see  Art.  61  (b)  and  64). 

(b)  The  principality  of  Monaco  is  treated  on  a  special  basis.  To 
it  are  allotted  two  votes  and  its  annual  contribution  is  fixed  at  6.000  French 
Francs  paper. 

36.  —  Should  a  Possesion  of  a  Member  be  or  become  a  Member  of 
the  League  of  Nations  as  a  separate  State  and  elect  to  be  treated  as  such 
by  the  Bureau,  the  Appendices  D  and  E  will  be  adjusted  by  the  Directing 
Committee  in  accordance  with  information  obtained  from  the  Governments 
concerned. 

37.  —  To  become  effective  in  the  election  for  the  Directors  and  Secre¬ 
tary-General,  alterations  which  Members  consider  should  be  made  in  Appendices 
D  and  E  must  reach  the  Directing  Committee  at  least  ten  days  before  the  open¬ 
ing  date  of  a  Conference.  Such  alterations  will  be  submitted  to  the  Conference 
for  approval  at  the  first  Plenary  Session. 

In  the  case  of  a  bye-election,  any  alterations  proposed  must  reach  the 
Bureau  not  later  than  the  latest  date  fixed  for  the  receipt  of  the  lists  of 
candidates. 

38.  —  The  contributions  should  be  paid  by  each  Member  within  the 
first  six  months  after  the  commencement  of  its  financial  year. 

39.  —  The  financial  year  of  the  Bureau  coincides  with  the  Gregorian 
calendar  year. 

40.  —  A  State  which  is  admitted  as  a  Member  of  the  Bureau  before 
1st  July  in  any  year  shall  make  a  full  year's  contribution  and,  if  on  or  after 
1st  July,  shall  make  a  half  year’s  contribution  as  established  by  the  scale  shown 
in  Article  34  (a). 
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41.  The  aniui.nl  salaries  of  llie  Members  of  the  Directing  Committee  and 


Secretary-General  shall  be  :  — 

For  each  of  the  three  Directors .  28,200  gold  Frs. 

For  the  President  of  the  Directing 

Committee,  an  allowance  .  4.200  >1 

For  the  Secretary-General  .  21.900  » 


42.  (a)  All  salaries  shall  be  paid  monthly  in  arrear. 

(b)  Should  a  Director  or  the  Secretary-General  resign  with  the 
approval  of  the  Directing  Committee  or  should  he  die  during  his  tenure  of 
office,  his  salary  will  be  paid  in  full  to  the  end  of  the  month  in  which  the 
resignation  or  death  took  place. 

43.  (a)  All  funds  of  the  Bureau  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Directing  Committee. 

(b)  No  expenditure  exceeding  too  gold  francs  shall  be  incurred 
without  the  approval  of  one  the  Directors:  before  payments  exceeding  1,000 
gold  francs  are  made  the  approval  of  the  Committee  must  be  obtained. 

(C)  A  reserve  fund  to  meet  extraordinary  expenditure  shall  be 
formed.  The  amount  of  this  fund  shall  be  decided  by  the  Directing 
Committee. 

(d)  The  Directing  Committee  has  full  power  to  contract,  acquire, 
transfer,  receive,  and  bring  or  defend  actions  at  law  and  compromise  in  tile 
name  of  the  Bureau. 

(e)  The  Director  acting  as  President  of  the  Directing  Committee 
represents  the  Bureau  in  law;  the  Secretary-General  shall,  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Directing  Committee,  represent  the  Bureau  as  far  as  concerns 
ordinary  transactions. 

(f)  The  Directing  Committee  can,  by  a  special  resolution,  nominate 
one  of  its  members  or  any  other  member  of  the  personnel  of  the  Bureau  to 
represent  it  either  in  law  or  in  ordinary  transactions. 

( g )  The  undertakings  into  which  the  Secretary-General,  or  any  other 
representative  of  the  Bureau,  may  enter  in  this  capacity  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Bureau  cannot  render  him  in  any  way  personnally  responsible. 

44.  (a)  Actual  travelling  expenses  and  an  allowance  for  change  of 
residence  will  be  paid  to  the  Directors  and  Secretary-General  when  they  first 


take  up  and  when  they  relinquish  their  appointments;  provided,  in  the  latter 
case,  that  this  is  done  with  the  approval  of  the  Directing  Committee  or  by  a 
decision  of  a  Conference. 

(b)  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  Director  or  of  the  Secretary-General 
the  payment  of  the  allowance  for  change  of  residence  shall  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Directing  Committee. 

(c)  Should  any  of  the  Directors  or  the  Secretary-General  be  absent 
on  duty  from  the  seat  of  the  Bureau,  actual  travelling  expenses  and  a  sub¬ 
sistence  allowance  will  be  paid. 

(d)  The  change  of  residence  and  subsistence  allowances  shall  be 
calculated  on  scales  drawn  up  by  the  Directing  Committee. 
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VIII 

l’U  BI. I  CATION  S  OF  THE  BUREAU. 


45.  (a)  In  the  month  of  January  of  each  year  or  when  the  Auditor  of 
the  League  of  Nations  has  made  his  Report,  the  Bureau  will  publish  an 
Annual  Report  on  its  work  and  finance. 

(b)  A  list  of  the  official  Representatives  of  the  Members  and  their 
respective  addresses  shall  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report. 

(c)  The  Directing  Committee  shall  draw  up  and  publish  annually 
during  the  month  of  September,  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the 
following  year,  with  all  necessary  explanations. 

46.  (a)  The  Bureau  will  issue  a  periodical  publication  called  “  The 
Hydrographic  Review  "  in  which  shall  be  inserted  reports  on  :  — 

(i)  Hydrographic  subjects, 

(ii)  subjects  allied  to  Hydrography, 

(iii)  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Bureau, 

(iv)  the  work  which  it  is  preparing, 

(v)  the  work  which  it  proposes  to  undertake,  and 

(vi)  any  other  subject  of  general  interest  with  reference  to  Hydrogra¬ 

phic  Services  and  the  Bureau. 

(b)  Should  any  matter  appear  to  Ire  of  an  urgent  character,  it  will 
be  published  and  distributed  without  delay. 

47.  —  As  far  as  possible  the  Bureau  will  collect  complete  information  on 
the  subjects  of  the  history,  the  organisation  and  the  work  of  Hydrographic 
Services,  and  will  publish  such  information  in  the  Review. 

48.  —  The  Directing  Committee  will  determine  the  sale  prices  of  the 
publications,  but  copies  thereof  will  be  supplied  gratis,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
the  Members. 
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IX 

INTERNATIONAL  HYDROGRAPHIC  CONFERENCES. 


49.  —  The  Delegates  of  the  Members,  Representatives  of  the  League 
of  Nations  in  a  consultative  capacity  and  the  Directing  Committee  and  Secre¬ 
tary-General  of  the  Bureau  shall  meet  in  Conference,  as  a  general  rule,  every 
five  years  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau. 

50.  (a)  A  Supplementary  Conference  may  be  held  at  any  time  if  the 
majority  of  the  Members,  either  on  the  initiative  of  one  of  them  or  on  that 
of  the  Directing  Committee  of  the  Bureau,  considers  this  necessary. 

Cb)  These  Supplementary  Conferences  will  not  involve  any  change 
in  the  Directing  Committee  or  of  the  Secretary-General,  unless  this  subject  is 
specially  brought  forward  for  consideration. 

51.  —  The  languages  used  at  the  Conferences  shall  be  English  and 
French. 

52.  (a)  The  Bureau  will  arrange  the  holding,  and  organise  the  meet¬ 
ings,  of  International  Hydrographic  Conferences;  these  will  be  held  at  Monaco 
unless  advantageous  invitations  to  hold  them  elsewhere  are  received. 

(b)  It  will  invite  the  Members  to  appoint  Delegates  to  a  Conference 
and  will  submit,  for  their  approval,  invitations  to  other  States  to  do  likewise. 
No  such  proposed  invitation  will  be  despatched  unless  it  is  agreed  to  by  at 
least  two  thirds  of  the  number  of  Members. 

53.  (a)  Each  Member  should  send,  if  possible,  two  or  more  Delegates 
to  the  Periodic  Conferences;  these  Delegates  should  be  qualified  specialists  and 
one  of  them  should  be.  for  preference,  the  Head  of  the  Hydrographic  Service. 

(b)  At  Supplementary  Conferences  the  number  and  qualifications  of 
the  Delegates  will  depend  upon  the  object  or  objects  fpr  which  the  Conference 
is  convoked. 

54.  (a)  Each  State  shall  defray  the  expenses  of  its  own  Delegation  and 
in  no  case  shall  these  be  chargeable  to  the  funds  of  the  Bureau. 
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(b)  Should  the  Bureau  not  be  in  a  position  to  meet  all  the  expenses 
entailed  by  the  meeting  of  a  Conference,  the  Members  shall  he  liable  for  the 
balance  in  proportion  to  their  annual  contributions. 

55.  (a)  Periodic  Conferences  will  specially  examine  the  reports  of  the 
Pureau  as  to  its  work  and  its  finances  since  the  last  Conference.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose,  in  their  early  stages,  small  committees  will  be  nominated,  the  conclusions 
of  which  will  be  submitted  to  a  Plenary  session  of  the  Conference. 

(b)  The  members  of  the  Directing  Committee  and  the  Secrclary- 
Ocneral  will  hold  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  these  Committees. 

56.  (a)  Twelve  months  before  the  proposed  date  of  meeting  of  each 
periodic  Conference  the  Bureau  will  invite  the  Members  to  propose  lists  of 
subjects  and  questions  to  be  discussed  with  explanatory  memoranda.  On 
receipt  thereof,  the  Bureau  will  prepare  a  schedule,  which  shall  include  a  list 
of  subjects  and  questions  proposed  by  the  Directing  Committee,  with  explan¬ 
atory  memoranda.  This,  together  with  the  report  on  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
and  its  finances  since  the  last  conference  mentioned  in  Article  55  (a),  shall  be 
dispatched  to  the  Members  six  months  before  the  proposed  date  of  meeting. 

(b)  No  subject,  which  is  not  included  in  the  final  schedule,  shall  be 
discussed  unless  it  is  proposed  by  at  least  three  of  the  Delegations  of  the 
Members;  the  President  of  the  Conference  must  be  notified  in  writing  not 
less  than  24  hours  beforehand  of  the  intention  to  introduce  such  subject. 

57.  (a)  Each  Member  has  one  vote  only  on  all  questions  submitted  to 
Conferences;  the  only  exceptions  to  this  are  those  which  are  laid  down  in 
Article  59,  (v)  and  (x). 

(b)  A  State  which  is  not  a  Member,  and  is  represented  at  a  Confe¬ 
rence,  shall  vote  on  questions  of  a  technical  character  only,  provided  that  these 
do  not  affect  the  organisation  of  the  Bureau.  It  shall  have  one  vote  only  in 
such  cases. 

58.  (a)  On  the  first  cast,  the  decision  will  rest  with  the  absolute  majo¬ 
rity  of  votes. 

(b)  On  the  second  cast,  it  will  rest  with  the  relative  majority, 
provided  that  more  than  half  of  the  Members  have  voted. 

(c)  Where  the  voting  for  and  against  is  evenly  divided,  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Conference  shall  be  empowered  to  make  a  decision,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  elections  referred  to  in  Article  59  (ix). 


59.  —  For  llic  appointment  of  the  Directors,  and  for  the  selection  of 
the  Secretary-General,  the  elections  for  which  purposes  will  be  held  by  secret 
ballot  at  the  end  of  a  Conference,  the  following  procedure  shall  be  followed  : — 

(i)  Fach  Member  shall  send  to  the  Bureau  twro  lists  of  candidates  of 
the  nationality  of  any  Member.  The  first  list  shall  include  the  names  of  the 
candidates  for  the  Directorship  and  the  second  those  for  the  Secretaryship. 
These  lists  must  reach  the  Bureau  at  least  ten  days  before  the  opening  date  of 
the  Conference. 

(ii)  The  name  of  each  candidate  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  note  giving 
his  title  to  the  position  for  which  he  is  a  candidate. 

(iii)  If  a  Member  does  not  wish  to  submit  any  candidates  for  election,  a 
list  or  lists  marked  “INil”  should  be  forwarded. 

(iv)  The  Bureau  will  then  collate  the  lists  sent  by  the  States  Members 
and  present  thorn  to  each  delegation  at  the  opening  of  the  Conference  with 
copies  of  the  notes  referred  to  in  par.  (ii)  of  this  Article. 

(v)  For  the  purpose  of  electing  the  Directors,  the  Delegation  of  each 
Member  shall  fill  up  a  number  of  voting  papers  equal  to  the  number  of  votes 
allocated  to  it  (sec  Article  35  a).  On  these  shall  be  inscribed,  in  sequence  of 
preference,  the  names  of  not  more  than  three  Candidates,  and  these  must  be 
those  of  candidates  of  different  nationalities. 

(vi)  In  order  that  the  preference  shown  on  the  voting  papers  may  be 
recorded  when  counting  the  votes,  the  1st  candidate  on  each  voting  paper  shall 
be  awarded  3  points  for  each  vote  so  recorded ;  the  second  candidate  2  points 
and  the  third,  one  point. 

(vii)  The  three  candidates  of  different  nationalities  who  have  recorded 
the  greatest  number  of  points  shall  be  proclaimed  Directors.  The  principles 
of  Article  58  (a)  and  (b)  will  apply. 

(viii)  The  candidate  to  whom  the  highest  number  of  points  has  been 
allocated  shall  be  President  of  the  Directing  Committee. 

(ix)  Should  it  occur  that,  in  the  three  largest  numbers  of  points  record¬ 
ed,  two  or  more  candidates  have  been  awarded  an  equal  number  of  points,  the 
relative  positions  of  such  candidates  shall  be  determined  by  a  new  ballot. 

(x)  For  the  selection  of  the  candidates  for  the  post  of  Secretary-General, 
the  Delegation  of  each  Member  shall  fill  up  a  number  of  voting  papers  equal 
to  the  number  of  votes  allocated  to  it  (see  Article  35  a).  On  these  shall  be 
inscribed,  in  order  of  preference,  the  names  of  three  candidates  of  any  nationality. 

Points  will  be  allocated  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  par.  (vi). 

(xi)  The  Directors  elect  shall  choose  a  Secretary-General  from  amongst 
the  three  candidates  who  have  recorded  the  highest  number  of  points,  and.  as 
soon  as  possible,  shall  announce  their  decision  to  the  Members. 
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DECISIONS  DURING  THE  PERIODS  BETWEEN  CONFERENCES. 


60.  If,  between  Conferences,  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  Directing  Com¬ 
mittee  or  in  the  post  of  Secretary-General,  the  by-election  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  the  vacancy  shall  he  conducted  by  letter  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Directing  Committee,  the  near  approach  of  a  Conference  makes  this  unnecessary. 

(i)  The  Committee  will  invite  the  Members  to  send  a  list  of  candidates 
and  notes  of  their  services  in  accordance  with  pars,  (i),  (ii)  and  (iii)  of  Article 
59  and  on  the  receipt  of  these,  a  similar  procedure  to  that  laid  down  in  that 
Article  will  be  carried  out. 

(ii)  Those  States  Members  which  lie  at  such  a  distance  from  the  seat 
of  the  Bureau  that  postal  matter  ordinarily  occupies  more  than  IO  days  in 
transit  each  way,  should  appoint  a  Representative  to  fill  up  the  voting  papers 
and  return  them  to  the  Bureau.  Such  Representatives  should  he  within  io  days 
mailing  distance  of  the  seat  of  the  Bureau. 

The  Members  affected  are  :  — 

All  extra-European  Members  except  Egypt  and  the  U.S.  of  America. 

(iii)  On  completion  of  the  procedure  mentioned  in  par.  (i)  the  Com¬ 
mittee  w'ill  make  a  report  immediately,  and  this  shall  be  sent  to  each  Member. 
It  will  then  invite  the  elected  candidate  to  take  up  his  appointment. 

(iv)  W  hen  a  Director  or  Secretary-General  has  been  elected  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  his  appointment  shall  terminate  at  the  period  when  that  of  his  pre¬ 
decessor  would  have  terminated  had  he  retained  his  post. 

(v)  His  salary  shall  be  paid  as  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  in  which 
he  takes  up  his  appointment. 

(vi)  With  reference  to  Article  59  (viii),  a  Director  elected  to  fill  a 
vacancy  will  take  precedence  after  the  other  Directors. 


01.  (a)  The  Directing  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  decisions 
with  reference  to  questions  which  arise  during  the  period  between  Conferences, 
except  as  to  those  specially  provided  for  in  the  Statutes. 

(b)  Should  the  Committee  consider  however  that  any  question  should 
be  referred  to  the  Members  for  solution,  it  shall  refer  it  by  Circular-Letter  to 
the  Representatives  thereof  requesting  them  to  ascertain  and  forward  to  the 
Bureau  the  wishes  of  their  Governments. 

(c)  On  such  questions  each  State  shall  have  one  vote  only,  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  Article  57  (a),  and  the  provisions  of  Article  58  (a)  and  (b)  shall 
apply.  If  on  the  second  cast  the  voting  for  and  against  is  evenly  divided  the 
question  shall  be  deferred  for  discussion  at  the  next  Conference. 

(d)  In  cases  where  circumstances  do  not  allow  the  procedure  laid 
down  in  the  Statutes  to  be  followed,  the  Directing  Committee  shall  make  the 
necessary  decisions  but,  if  this  is  done,  it  shall  make  immediate  report  to  the 
Members. 


XI 


SUPPRESSION'  OF  THE  BUREAU. 


62.  —  The  Bureau  may  be  suppressed  by  decision  of  a  Conference. 

63.  —  The  suppression  of  the  Bureau  having  been  decided  upon,  the 
following  procedure  shall  be  adopted  :  — 

(i)  The  personnel  shall  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  each  member  shall 
receive  three  months  salary  from  the  date  of  cessation  of  service. 

(ii)  The  Directing  Committee,  assisted  by  the  Secretary-General,  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  liquidation  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bureau. 

Their  salaries  shall  be  paid  to  the  last  day  of  the  third  month  succeeding 
that  in  which  suppression  was  decided  upon. 

(iii)  Should  it  be  impossible  to  complete  the  liquidation  within  this 
period,  the  President  will  conclude  this  in  the  shortest  time  possible  and  the 
payment  of  his  salary  shall  be  continued  until  the  end  of  the  month  in  which 
liie  liquidation  is  completed,  but  not  later  than  the  last  day  of  the  sixth  month 
succeeding  that  in  which  the  suppression  was  decided  upon. 

(iv)  Members  who  have  not  paid  their  full  contributions,  or  who  arc 
debtors  to  the  Bureau  on  any  other  account,  will  be  debited  with  the  amounts 
due. 

(v)  The  credit  or  debit  balance  of  the  Bureau  shall  be  divided  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  amounts  of  their  annual  contributions  amongst  the  actual  Members 
at  the  moment  when  the  suppression  is  decided  upon. 
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XII 

TEXTS  OF  THE  STATUTES. 


84.  —  Changes  in  the  texts  of  these  Statutes  may  be  made  by  both 
Supplementary  and  Periodic  Conferences  or  under  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  Article  61  (b)  and  (d).  Such  changes  must  receive  the  approval  of  at  least 
two  thirds  of  the  number  of  Members,  except  in  the  cases  provided  for  in 
Article  61  (d). 

05.  These  Statutes  shall  be  drawn  up.. in  English  and  French;  should 
any  divergence  be  found  in  the  meaning  of  the  two  texts  the  Directing  Com¬ 
mittee  will  decide  on  the  precise  interpretation. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

(See  Article  2) 


List  of  States  which  were  Members  of  the  International  Hydrographic 
Bureau  at  its  creation  in  June  1921  :  -- 


Argent  ini: 

China 

Norway 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Peru 

Brazil 

France 

Portugal 

British  Empire 

Greece 

Siam 

United  Kingdom 

Japan 

Spain 

A  ustralia 

Monaco 

Sweden 

Chile 

Netherlands 

APPENDIX  B. 

(See  Article  2) 

List  ot  States  which  have  joined  the  International  Hydrographic  Bureau 
subsequent  to  its  establishment  :  — 

Italy  . 

Egypt  . 

U.  S.  of  America. 

.  1921  Poland  1926 

.  1922  Germany  1926 

.  1922 

APPENDIX  C. 

(Sec  Article  2) 

List  of  States  which  have  withdrawn  their  Membership  from  the  Inter¬ 
national  Hydrographic  Bureau  :  — 

Belgium .  1924 
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APPENDIX  D. 

(See  Article  34  (b)) 
Tonnage  owned  by  Members 


STATES 

Tonnage 

| 

STATES 

Argentine  . 

■ 

220,000 1 

Italy  . 1 

Brazil . 

315,000 

Japan  . | 

British  Empire . 

Monaco . under 

United  Kingdom . , 

siustralia . \ 

'  20,850, 0C0 
l 

Netherlands  . 

Norway  . 

Chile . . 

152  000 

1  Peru  . 

China . 

446, 000 

Poland . 

Denmark . 

875,000 

Portugai . 

Egypt . under 

50,000 

Siam . 

39,783,40 

1  3,225,662 

978.000 

i 

Spain . 

Sweden  . 

|  Greece . 

U.  S.  of  America . 

Tonnage 


1,765,000 

4,670,018 

50,000 

2,581.853 

2,615,000 

55,000 

3.350 

239,906 

23,407 

870,000 

1,362,500 

17,916,837 


26 


/ 

APPENDIX  H . 

(Sec  Articles  35.  36  *  37) 


Tarek  ok  Sharks,  Votes  and  Contributions 


STATUS  MEMBERS 
of  the 

I.H.  B. 

SHARES  &  VOTES. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

U.  S.  $ 

COLD  FRANCS 

Fixed. 

S  Lippi. 

Total. 

Argentine  . 

3 

o 

4 

8.000 

1 543.62 

Brazil  . 

o 

o 

4 

8.000 

1543.62 

Rritisii  Empire 

U.  K.  &  Australia . 

2 

15 

17 

34.000 

6560.40 

Chile . 

o 

1 

3 

6-  000 

1157.72 

China . 

2 

3 

5 

10.000 

1929.53 

Denmark  . 

2 

4 

tf 

12.000 

2315.44 

Egypt  . 

2 

- 

2 

4.000 

771.81 

France  . 

2 

7 

9 

18.000 

3473.15 

Germany  . 

2 

0 

s 

16.000 

3087.25 

Greece  . 

2 

4 

G 

12  000 

2315.44 

•  Italy  . 

2 

5 

7 

14.000 

2701.34 

Japan  . 

2 

7 

<J 

18.000 

3473.15 

Netherlands  . 

o 

6 

8 

10. 000 

3087.25 

Norway  . 

2 

G 

8 

16.000 

3087.25 

Peru . 

2 

1 

3 

6.000 

1157.72 

Poland  . 

o 

- 

2 

4.000 

771.81 

Portugai . 

2 

2 

4 

8- 000 

1543.62 

Siam . 

o 

- 

2 

4.000 

771.81 

Spain  . 

2 

4 

0 

12.00(1 

2315.44 

Sweden  . 

2 

* 

6 

12.000 

2315.44 

U.  S.  op  America . 

2 

,3 

.5 

30.000 

5788.59 

4'i 

•J2 

134 

26S.0C0  geld  fr>. 

51711.40 

Monaco  * . 

2 

6.000  French  In 

paper 

Sec  Article  35  (h). 
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